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Friday January 18th 2008

Latest News From Coastguard
Queenstown.
Yesterday afternoon, Thursday 17th January, Queenstown Coastguard took delivery of its long awaited
lifeboat. The search and rescue vessel arrived on a truck from Christchurch, where it has undergone a full
service and overhaul in readiness for its new role on Lake Wakatipu.

The Queenstown crew, who have already begun compulsory Coastguard training, were there to meet the
vessel and check the systems on the lake. Coastguard training has already begun with the unit made up of
over 20 volunteers. Practical training modules will now begin and the unit hopes to be fully operational within
two months.

Key Points:
• Search and Rescue vessel now in Queenstown
• Crew training well underway
• 20 volunteers at present - the unit will be looking for more
• Unit funded wholly by donations and sponsorship
• Full launch planned for late March
• Local businesses wishing to be involved as sponsors can contact the unit via email: info@coastguard.co.nz
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